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Welcome to the “Birds On Farms” Project! 

 
Background 
Birds on Farms is a monitoring and habitat restoration program coordinated by BirdLife Australia and 
implemented by citizen scientists and private landholders across Victoria and parts of NSW. It aims to 
address important conservation questions about bird distribution, population health and habitat use on 
both private and public rural land. Importantly, Birds on Farms projects also aim to improve the extent, 
condition, and connectivity of threatened woodland bird habitat in the long term.  This is achieved 
through the development of strong partnerships between organisations like government and local 
councils, and through engagement with volunteers and landholders to implement on-ground 
management and monitoring of these species.  
 
The Central West NSW Birds on Farms project – ‘Re-aging the Woodlands’ – aims to build on the 
impressive habitat management activities and surveys already been undertaken by Landcare groups, 
landholders, the Cowra Woodland Bird Project and relevant government agencies to name but a few.  The 
broad project area is displayed in the map below: 
 

 
 

  



 

Habitat Restoration – “Re-aging the Woodlands” 
 
Project activities have been designed to address a series of threats common to three focal species –Brown 
Treecreeper, Turquoise Parrot and Hooded Robin – along with a number of other woodland-dependent 
species.  These threats are largely associated with loss of key components of mature habitat associated 
with structural complexity, and include: 

• Loss of mature hollow-bearing trees and standing dead timber (SDT). 

• Loss of coarse woody debris (CWD). 

• Clearing and reduced functional connectivity of remnants, particularly the loss of shrubby 
understorey; and 

• Over-abundant native species (in this instance, Noisy Miner) resulting in competitive exclusion from 
high quality habitat remnants. 

 
This project aligns with the implementation of BirdLife Australia’s Temperate Woodland Bird Conservation 
Action Plan, where the above threats will be addressed through the following management actions: 

• Promoting future stocks of SDT, CWD, and mature feed trees and shrubs by encouraging natural 
regeneration and retention of those habitat elements. 

• Reintroducing CWD by supplementation of timber from sustainable sources. 

• Active reintroduction of nest hollows through arboriculture techniques and installation of dedicated 
nest boxes. 

• Augmentation of shrubs through infill plantings at key sites.  

• Managing the impact of over-abundant aggressive competitive species (i.e., Noisy Miner); and 

• Creating an awareness with landholders and working with landholders and communities to develop 
threat management strategies and facilitate the re-ageing process well into the future 

 

 
 
Bird Surveys 
A critical component of this project is increasing community engagement and capacity in conservation 
work, with a number of targeted training workshops designed to improve birding skills in the region.  In 
turn, it is hoped that this will facilitate regular bird surveys on public and private rural properties using a 
simple – yet rigorous and repeatable - monitoring method.  
 
The surveys will allow us to track the health of bird populations in the Central West region of NSW and 
will complement the long-term regular bird surveys being undertaken by the Cowra Woodland Bird 
Project.  They will also provide landholders and land managers with a greater understanding of the bird 
species and habitats under their stewardship. 
 
The monitoring surveys will be undertaken by experienced birdwatchers (either landowners and/or 
volunteers), though mentoring of new or intermediate birdwatchers is possible too.  The surveys are 
being established mainly on private rural land, with a small number placed on public land reserves for 
comparison. The survey points are placed in a variety of natural and agricultural habitat types, which are 



 

then surveyed quarterly using the 20-minute x 2-hectare method. The sightings are compiled within 
Birdlife Australia’s database (Birdata), with the results periodically summarised and distributed to the 
participants and project stakeholders. 
 
To evaluate the project outcomes, a few steps are involved in the initial set-up process for the monitoring 
surveys: 

• Up to four survey plots are established on each property, with each plot set up within a distinct type 
of habitat (depending on availability of these on each property): 

- Woodland remnant  
- Revegetation area (e.g. fence and regenerating, planted, direct-seeded) 
- Grassland with native grasses and scattered trees (and may include areas of active agriculture 

(e.g. stock grazing, crops) 
- House and garden area/crops/orchard. 

• Any one plot should cover only one type of terrestrial habitat (e.g., all woodland or all grassland, but 
not half and half).  A plot may or may not also include an area of water (e.g., dam, creek, wetland). 

• Survey plots need to be separated from each other by at least 100 metres, preferably more 

• BirdLife will provide support to the surveyors and the landholders.  If the landholder is experienced 
and interested to undertake the bird surveys themselves BirdLife will work to facilitate site selection 
and data capture.  On other occasions, BirdLife will assist landholders to connect with a volunteer 
birdwatcher (surveyor) to undertake the surveys with them – or on their behalf without them 
present.  

• A simple habitat assessment form is completed for each plot as a one-off around the time of the 
second or third survey 

• The data collected from the surveys is submitted to BirdLife in one of three ways (hardcopy 
datasheet; Birdata website; or Birdata phone app) 

 
As noted, the surveys are undertaken quarterly.  The dates planned for the next 12 months are: 

• Spring – Saturday September 25th to Sunday November 7th, 2021 

• Summer – Saturday December 18th to Sunday January 30th, 2022 

• Autumn – Saturday March 26th to Sunday May 8th, 2022 

• Winter – Saturday June 19th to Sunday August 1st, 2022   
 

How to get involved. 
If you are interested in having bird surveys and/or habitat restoration activities on your property, then 
please get in touch with Jayden Gunn, Central West NSW Woodland Bird Project Coordinator, via: 

Email: jayden.gunn@birdlife.org.au 

Mobile: 0474 128 928 
 
Extensive background and support information is also available on the BirdLife Australia website, on both 
the broader aims and objectives of the Birds on Farms program. and the approach to bird monitoring , at:  

http://birdlife.org.au/birds-on-farms 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photographs of declining woodland bird species from top to bottom include - Hooded robin, Turquoise parrot, 
Brown treecreeper and Red-capped robin (photos by Jayden Gunn) 

This project is being funded by the NSW Government through a partnership between the Saving our Species 
program and the Environmental Trust, and by support from the Corella Fund. 

mailto:jayden.gunn@birdlife.org.au
http://birdlife.org.au/birds-on-farms
http://birdlife.org.au/birds-on-farms

